“Protecting our place with one voice”
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Introduction

The Gathering

Tribes and First Nations of the Salish Sea Region

We have come together to share, prioritize, develop and recommend policies and actions to ensure the protection of our shared environment and natural resources in our homeland, the Salish Sea. 
t
his Gathering will initiate a dialogue regarding Tribal/First Nations environmental concerns, issues and projects in the international Trans-boundary region of the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound. Our Elders will be asked to reflect on the Salish Sea of their youth and the changes they have witnessed. Our dialogue will share our aboriginal perspective on the current state and trends of the environment in this unique estuarine ecosystem that we call “home”. Our objective is to provide a forum for Tribal and First Nations leaders to collaborate on environmental issues and share that information with policy makers to assist them in making more protective decisions concerning the future of this richly endowed yet fragile region that we share.
“The resting places of our ancestors are everywhere, and so we plead with you to walk this land with great care and respect.  And we ask our local, state and federal government officials to take an active role in their protection. Listen to us, and pass meaningful laws to protect them, and enforce these laws fully. “  Billy Frank, Chairman, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission.

Our homeland is rich in a diverse array of marine and upland resources unique to this area that sustain our cultures and traditions. Salmon are the icon of this essential and yet diminishing connection of our people to our land. Our homelands and our resources are under significant pressure from population growth, industrial expansion and economic demands. Due to serious environmental challenges to the Salish Sea, Tribal and First Nations leaders along with Government officials will engage in a policy dialogue to develop policies and actions to protect our shared regions.   

This Gathering is an outgrowth of the Joint Statement of Cooperation between Environment Canada (EC) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to collaborate on a shared responsibility to protect the region known as the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound.  Below is a section out of the existing plan; the Statement is included in a section dedicated to including Aboriginal Peoples into these efforts.  

… the Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound have a special role to play in the future of the ecosystem.
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November 16, 2005

 

 

Welcome Tribal and First Nation Leaders,

 

 

We have invited you to a Policy Dialogue, set in the traditional Coastal Salish 

Longhouse Gathering protocal, in the home of the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe.  We will 

follow the customary code o

f behavior of our forefathers and come together to create one 

powerful voice.  We invite you to sit with your sisters and brothers for a meeting of 

development for environmental policies in our homelands.  You are the leaders in this 

important time in hist

ory, recognize this will be the first forum of Tribes and Nations of 

the Salish Sea Region to gather and establish one purpose and once voice,

 

 

“

To develop and recommend policies and actions to protect our

 

Salish Sea homeland.”

 

 

The invitation has been set

 at the very highest level of Indian Government; and 

we have set the chair for each First Nation and Tribal Leader of the Salish Sea Region. 

Your role as a policy maker at the gathering is to collaborate with those next to you and 

around you, and as leader

s, establish a policy dialogue that will generate actions to ensure 

the protection of our lifeways. 

 

 

The Washington and British Columbia government officials have been invited, 

to listen, as an audience, to our decisions and polices.  However, the policy 

table is yours, 

therefore we have set a chair aside for their participation.

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

                               

 

 

Brian Cladoosby

 

Chairman,

 

Swinomish Indian 

Tribal Community

 

 

Tom Sampson

 

Coastal Salish Initiative

 

Saanich Inlet, BC

 

 

 

Bi

lly Frank

 

Chairman,

 

Northwest Indian 

Fisheries Commission

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound have been stewards of the lands and resources in the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound region since time immemorial. And their knowledge, talents and energy should be part of the region’s future. 

To preserve and protect the region, we should work closely with representatives of the Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound in an atmosphere of mutual respect so that their special knowledge and unique perspective can contribute to our common efforts.


This section of the Joint Statement of Cooperation is the birth of the Gathering; and EPA’s and EC efforts to hear and respond to Tribal and First Nation’s issues and recommended issues in our homelands. 

“All things are connected, like the blood that runs in our family…the waters murmur is the voice of my fathers father.”  Chief Seattle 1854
JOINT STATEMENT OF COOPERATION ON THE
GEORGIA BASIN AND PUGET SOUND ECOSYSTEM
by the Minister of Environment Canada and the Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency

We see a special place …

… where people of all ages can breathe clean air, drink clean water, swim on clean beaches, and enjoy unparalleled vistas of mountain, ocean and shore.

… where the integrity of wilderness is protected and the future of forests, wildlife, fish and marine mammals is secure.

… where the traditional values and knowledge of the Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound are honored and applied to new challenges.

... where our common goal of sustainable communities – embracing human well-being, economic opportunities and environmental quality – can be realized by today’s generations and by those yet to come.


We believe that … 

… the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem is a unique and special place.*

The Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem is one of the most diverse regions of North America: diverse in its ecology, in its landscape, and in its peoples.

A spectacular mountain and island landscape dominated by a bountiful inland sea, the ecosystem provides vital habitat for millions of birds that migrate each year along the Pacific Flyway. Its waters are home to five species of spawning salmon, whales, seals, and a rich variety of fish.

A hub of global trade and commerce, the region is a multicultural home to nearly 6 million people, drawn by the superb quality of life offered by the region – the beauty of the landscape and ocean, the mild climate, a richness of resources, and employment and investment opportunities. The region supports a wide range of agricultural, forestry, fishing, manufacturing, and recreational and tourism activities.

*For the purpose of this Statement, the term “Georgia Basin” refers to that portion of the ecosystem located in Canada, and the term “Puget Sound” refers to that portion of the ecosystem located in the United States. 

… the future of the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem is threatened.

We cannot take the future of the ecosystem for granted.

The region’s economic wealth has long been based on its abundant natural resources. Today, however, rapid population growth and associated human activities threaten the natural environment, which has made the region so special and attractive.

In the past 25 years, the population in the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem has more than doubled. In the next 15 years, it may double yet again, creating enormous pressures on the economy, society and environment of the region. 

With rapid population increases, rich agricultural land is lost to housing and roads, wildlife habitat is lost or destroyed and some species are put at grave risk. More people have meant more cars, more vehicle emissions and lower air quality, more garbage, more sewage and more water pollution.

Concern for the future of the ecosystem does not arise from activities within the region alone –the region cannot escape the impacts of changes in the global environment. Of special concern is the potential for global changes in atmosphere and climate to affect the fragile and interwoven features of the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem. Changes in rainfall patterns, for example, could affect agricultural production and the health of forests; warmer oceans could severely reduce fish stocks. Over time, climate change could affect human health and safety.


… it is not too late to save the ecosystem for our children and for their children.

We have today an opportunity for action as unique as the ecosystem itself. All the necessary factors for a successful ecosystem-wide effort are in place. Governments and the general public are aware of the many challenges to the ecosystem. We have the desire to preserve this special place. The sound science we need to make informed policy choices is at hand. The commitment to cooperation and partnerships is stronger than ever.


… protecting this special place is our shared responsibility.

With this Joint Statement of Cooperation, we are acting on the two federal governments’ unique responsibilities to address the Tran boundary and global environmental challenges confronting the future of the ecosystem. But we cannot fulfill our shared vision of a healthy, sustainable ecosystem on our own.

The challenges ahead – from climate change to clean beaches, from urban smog to clean drinking water – are simply too complex and interconnected for any one level of government or any one country to resolve on its own.

All residents of the region, in Canada and in the United States of America, and all levels of their governments, share responsibility for protecting and enhancing the integrity and viability of the ecosystem, so that this special place can be enjoyed by present and future generations.

We should find ways to work together on these shared concerns. We should engage the considerable skills, energy and resources of local and regional governments, community groups, educators, youth, workers, industry and business.


… the Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound have a special role to play in the future of the ecosystem.

The Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound have been stewards of the lands and resources in the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound region since time immemorial. And their knowledge, talents and energy should be part of the region’s future. 

To preserve and protect the region, we should work closely with representatives of the Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound in an atmosphere of mutual respect so that their special knowledge and unique perspective can contribute to our common efforts.


… we can build on the real progress made to date.

In our efforts to work closely together for the future of the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem, we intend to build on the many worthwhile cooperative initiatives and excellent working relationships that have been established in the region. These include a range of existing Canada-United States arrangements, and multi-party initiatives led by governments, the Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound, universities and community-based organizations. In particular, we intend to collaborate with our partners on the Washington-British Columbia Environmental Cooperation Council to establish priorities and deliver environmental results in the ecosystem. 


We believe in … 

… the need to translate words into actions.

Governments can serve as a catalyst for translating goals into practical, on-the-ground, in-the-air, and in-the-water actions that will preserve and enhance the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem. Immediate actions by our governments can lend momentum to wider efforts.


… the value of working at the community level.

We believe that a successful effort to preserve and enhance the future of the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem should be founded on action at the community level.

We believe that concerned residents and organizations in the regions are among the best sources of information on the current challenges facing the ecosystem, and that they should be partners in efforts to shape the future of their region. They should have opportunities for providing input into government planning and decisions, and for participating in activities in their communities.


… working through partnerships.

We recognize the need to work on our common goals through effective partnerships that involve open communication, a commitment to cooperate, and the use of our individual strengths and capabilities.


We intend to … 

… actively work together on meeting common challenges for the future of the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem.

Through this Joint Statement of Cooperation, we state our formal commitment to build on our long-standing and productive relationship to work cooperatively on our common vision for the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem. 

The Joint Statement of Cooperation serves as a statement of our shared principles, goals and challenges. We intend to establish common priorities and better coordinate many of the exciting initiatives already underway and provide a framework for collaboration on future initiatives in the region.

Our immediate priorities for action should be the ones that residents across the region have consistently identified as their most serious concerns: clean air, clean water, the protection of habitat and species, and sustainable communities.


… translate our commitments into annual Action Plans.

To put into practice the goals and spirit of this Joint Statement of Cooperation, we intend to establish a joint Environment Canada-Environmental Protection Agency working group of senior-level officials. The goals of this group would be to develop annual Environment Canada-Environmental Protection Agency Action Plans to share scientific information on the ecosystem, develop joint research initiatives, ensure coordination of environmental management initiatives, and jointly consider longer term planning issues, such as air quality and climate change. 


… involve residents and communities concerned about the future of this special place.

We intend to provide meaningful opportunities for all residents of the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem to participate in efforts to preserve and enhance the environmental quality and sustainability of their region.

Many worthwhile, proven cooperative mechanisms are in place in the region, both at the community and basin-wide levels. We intend to work through these cooperative mechanisms to the fullest extent possible to inform and involve local and regional governments, community groups, educators, youth, workers, industry and business. This will help ensure an open and transparent process of establishing priorities, identifying opportunities for effective cooperative action, and measuring progress.

We also intend to involve the Aboriginal people of the Georgia Basin and the indigenous inhabitants of Puget Sound through their traditional approaches for informing their peoples and making decisions.


… continually monitor our progress and address emerging challenges.

In seeking to preserve and enhance the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem, we intend to work together in an open and accountable manner, and jointly monitor our progress and consider new priorities for action.

An annual Future of the Basin Conference, with participation from organizations and groups involved in Tran boundary initiatives in the Basin, could be an effective means of sharing information on progress and building consensus around emerging challenges.

Finally, we intend to meet on an annual basis to review progress under this Joint Statement of Cooperation and provide direction on future priorities.

In working together towards the goals set out in this Joint Statement of Cooperation, 
we need and welcome the ideas and efforts of all residents and organizations 
concerned about the future of their special place, 
the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound ecosystem.

TREATY OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES INTERNATIONAL

PREAMBLE

Indian Nations, Tribes, First Nations, Indigenous Nations and Indigenous Peoples of the Pacific Basin, hereafter referred to as Nations, signatory to this Treaty in mutual recognition of our inherent sovereign powers, hereby re-establish political, social and economic relations, and cooperative control of natural resources essential to the cultural, spiritual and religious rights of our peoples.

PRINCIPLES

Recognizing each other as self-governing Nations, we subscribe to the following principles:

A.
The Creator has made us part of and spiritually inseparable from the environment.      This truth brings us together.

B.
We share a cultural legacy of natural conservation and protection stemming from our inherent obligation to protect the land, water and natural resources within our traditional territories.

C. 
The relationship between the Nations predates colonization and will continue forever.

D. 
No State, Province or Nation-State is possessed of jurisdiction over any of our Nations, our peoples, or our traditional territories, except in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of that Nation.

E.
We have permanent control and enjoyment of our territories, waters and the resources therein. 

F.
We have the sole right to control our culture, including archeological, historical and sacred sites, artifacts, designs, knowledge, and works of art.

G. 
We have the right to control our economics including entering into agreements regarding trade and commerce.

COMMON OBJECTIVES

This Treaty seeks to achieve the following objectives:

A.
To strengthen the cooperative and supportive bond between each Nation in order    to promote the rights of our peoples for the well being of all our future generations.

B.
To develop an effective and meaningful process to promote cooperation between the Nations on common issues, concerns, pursuits and initiatives.

C. To enhance communication and the sharing of information between the Nations.

MUTUAL COVENANTS

We are committed to provide mutual assistance on the following basis:

A.
Each Nation shall, to the best of its ability, exchange financial, economic, legal, political, and technical knowledge regarding common issues, pursuits, or initiatives.

B.
Each Nation shall, to the best of its ability, do the following:


(1)
appoint a coordinator to implement the Treaty;

(2)
coordinate statements of policy and information of mutual and general concern to be disseminated to the media;


(3)
establish an inter-tribal communication network;

(4)
coordinate periodic reviews and strategy planning sessions to provide direct instruction or advice on additional commitments or follow up actions.

AMENDMENTS TO THIS TREATY

Any ratifying Nation may request an amendment to this Treaty. This Treaty may be amended at a special conference called for this purpose. Any amendment shall be subject to ratification by the customary or constitutional processes of each ratifying Nation. Unanimous consent of the ratifying Nations is required to amend this Treaty.

RATIFICATION

This Treaty shall come into force when the following Nations formally ratify the provisions according to their customary or constitutional processes. Following the coming into force of the Treaty, any other Nation may ratify this Treaty at their pleasure, with the consent of Nations already signatory to this Treaty.

Each Nation which ratifies this Treaty may place conditions on its participation. Each ratifying Nation may attach a Statement of Reservations indicating specific provisions of this Treaty, which shall apply to it under specific conditions. Each ratifying Nation may attach explanations or clarifications expressing different meanings associated with the provision through a Statement of Understandings. These Reservations of Understandings shall become a part of this Treaty and receive full respect by other ratifying Nations. 

Signed on behalf of the Nations on September 30, 1994, at the Sqamish. And amended on June 11, 1997, at Kona, Hawai’i

THE GATHERING

WELCOME  NOTE
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Honoring the Elders

A Walk Through Our Past

We often look to our elders for their wisdom and their guidance; ensured when they speak it is from the heart and holds only the truth.  They bring to us their thoughts and experience from their lives that only one can imagine.  Our honored elders have long been our teachers and we rely on them for honesty, truth and guidance in our lives. 
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The morning and opening session of the gathering will be set aside to honor our elders. Our drums and singers will share songs from our homelands.   Many elders have come down from First Nations to join their brothers and sisters from the western Washington Tribes so they could enjoy story telling about their lives, land and water they have shaped their lives.   Our elders will share their wisdom and direction for shaping policy of the Salish Sea Region.

 PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Potawatomi Traveling Times -December 1, 2005"
As we look around the room we will see leaders from generations that have fought for our land and waters.  Stories will be shared and history be told. Much of the history of the Salish Sea cannot be found in books, encyclopedias, and museums or on the Internet. The truth remains engraved in the memories of those who have lived it, the Elders.   

We have planned the morning for them and hope they know that they are in our hearts. We are very thankful for them and for everything they do for us now and have done for us in the past. 

“Our Ancestors before us leave us living in a new age, but their traditional markers run in our blood like the rivers flow into the ocean. The smell of cedar, saltwater, and smoked fish reminds us of whom we are.  We continue to endure, adapt, and change through each decade of challenges, as did our forefathers.” By Yvonne Thomas-Miller Lummi Tribe
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Keynote Speakers

 Tom Sampson, Coastal Salish Initiative, Saanich Inlet
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November 16, 2005

 

 

Welcome Tribal and First Nation Leaders,

 

 

We have invited you to a Policy Dialogue, set in the traditional Coastal Salish 

Longhouse Gathering protocal, in the home of the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe.  We will 

follow the customary code o

f behavior of our forefathers and come together to create one 

powerful voice.  We invite you to sit with your sisters and brothers for a meeting of 

development for environmental policies in our homelands.  You are the leaders in this 

important time in hist

ory, recognize this will be the first forum of Tribes and Nations of 

the Salish Sea Region to gather and establish one purpose and once voice,

 

 

“

To develop and recommend policies and actions to protect our

 

Salish Sea homeland.”

 

 

The invitation has been set

 at the very highest level of Indian Government; and 

we have set the chair for each First Nation and Tribal Leader of the Salish Sea Region. 

Your role as a policy maker at the gathering is to collaborate with those next to you and 

around you, and as leader

s, establish a policy dialogue that will generate actions to ensure 

the protection of our lifeways. 

 

 

The Washington and British Columbia government officials have been invited, 

to listen, as an audience, to our decisions and polices.  However, the policy 

table is yours, 

therefore we have set a chair aside for their participation.

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

                               

 

 

Brian Cladoosby

 

Chairman,

 

Swinomish Indian 

Tribal Community

 

 

Tom Sampson

 

Coastal Salish Initiative

 

Saanich Inlet, BC

 

 

 

Bi

lly Frank

 

Chairman,

 

Northwest Indian 

Fisheries Commission

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outgoing GSA director Tom Sampson has lived all his life on the shores of Saanich Inlet. His family’s tradition is that the first born always goes to the grandparents—a way of ensuring that the new generation gets a solid grounding in traditional knowledge. As the eldest of 12 children, Tom was raised by his great grandmother, a remarkable Halalt woman who had raised his father before him.

He describes her as “the lady who taught me everything”. In her 80’s when two-year-old Tom came to live with her, she taught him history, his place in the world, spiritual beliefs and all about the natural world, in both languages of the Coast Salish, her own Halkomelem (Cowichan) and her husband’s Sencoten (Saanich). No one knew her exact age, but baptismal records showed she was over 120 when she died about 30 years ago.

Tom became immersed in the English language when he started school. Fortunately his great grandmother refused to let the church take him away to residential school, though five of his siblings weren’t so lucky. Tom did well at Indian Day School, and qualified for an academic program at St. Louis College in Victoria, where he attended grades 10 and 11. He enjoyed school and excelled in math and languages, learning to speak French and Latin on top of his other three languages. But it was a hard time for his family economically, so he quit and went to work in the woods as a whistle-punk.

It was a time of rapid change and development of resource industries. Yet already the problems were starting to show, if one paid attention: the trees being cut were significantly smaller than those Tom’s father had cut during his time as a logger.

Tom describes the devastation of resources that he has seen over his 64 years and how this has led to “a crisis all across North America”. He remembers, as a young man, regularly building fires on the beach to steam clams and mussels. Today, he says, that’s not possible, “because our beaches have been destroyed”.

“We seem to have the attitude,” he says, “that we need to destroy what doesn’t pay off monetary value of some kind—that it has no value and should be terminated. Scientists, managers and technicians seem to believe they know more about the environment than our people.”

He describes predictions that his people have made for decades about salmon, herring and other resources —that unless these were managed in a different way they would disappear. He quotes Chief Seattle and other tribal leaders over the past 50 years, but says they were always ignored by government officials. “We don’t have the degrees and diplomas, so our information isn’t considered important,” he says. “Yet our total survival has been based on understanding nature.”

“Our concept of harvesting of the land and ocean are based on the 13 moons of the year—the absolute time clock of nature, ” he explains. “We managed our resources by understanding this clock, which meant there was a right time for everything, and a time we weren’t allowed to harvest.” Tom has organized sessions on the 13-moon concept as part of his work on the Race Rocks marine protected area, where he has worked to improve cross-cultural understanding and appreciation for the traditional knowledge his people bring to the table. “It’s important that people understand that when we talk about the land we’re talking about a relationship that goes back thousands of years,” he says. “We know this land better than anybody else.”

This focus on cross-cultural awareness has been evident in other environmental work that Tom has tackled. A few years ago he played a key role in getting the BC Environmental Assessment Office to undertake a ground-breaking Aboriginal Land Uses Study within the Bamberton Environmental Assessment, which documented traditional knowledge from elders and others from the Saanich tribes; it was done in the traditional language and then translated into English.

Tom believes that listening is the key to understanding the environment. He remembers his great grandmother telling him to go down to the beach and listen to the ocean, because “if you don’t listen to it and hear the stories, you won’t learn”. Listening to each other is just as important to Tom, and he believes this skill is not being taught to most young people today.

Tom has taken a leadership role for most of his adult life. He’s been involved in tribal politics right to the national level, serving as Chief of Tsartlip for 24 years, chairman of the South Island Tribal Council for 22 years, vice-chief of the BC Assembly of First Nations, chairman of the Assembly’s Constitutional Working Group for Status Indians and chair of the Douglas Treaty Council.

Although “retired” from tribal politics, Tom has certainly not slowed down. The schedule of long days that he keeps as a volunteer would exhaust most people half his age. He works tirelessly, helping people that the system has failed.

One of his key concerns is how the justice system has been unfair to aboriginal people and ignored their beliefs about individual and community healing. “The system works if you can afford it,” he says, pointing out that from 60 to 90% of his people live in poverty. It is this poverty that has motivated Tom to work for his people.

Another area of his volunteer work is community health. He’s working more with older people these days, since the average age of his people has risen (though it’s still only 55). But he says his tribe has to struggle against the legacy of the 40-year-long residential school experience, which destroyed the social fabric of many families, removing positive family models and leading to many of the social problems experienced by native communities today.

But there’s been no shortage of strong models in Tom’s family. He remembers his mother, a Nez Perce from Idaho, serving on the Tsartlip council at “a strange time” when the band elected an all-woman council (one of the first in his territory) with a man as chief.

Tom’s wife of 43 years, Audrey—as active as Tom in community work and a vocal advocate of aboriginal rights—also comes from a family of strong models. Her father was a Cowichan chief and tribal spokesman for many years, and like Tom, her mother served on the band council. Audrey has served on the Tsartlip council, and now works as coordinator for adult health care for all the Saanich First Nations. Tom is visibly proud of Audrey and impressed with her ability to juggle her roles as mother, grandmother, great grandmother, housewife and full-time health administrator.

But he’s no slacker himself! On top of his community-based work, these days he’s very busy building the new Coast Salish Sea Council, an initiative he launched to bring together the close to 90 Coast Salish tribes on both sides of the Canada-US border, to develop agreements and move forward on social and environmental issues. Later this month the Lummi tribe will host the first major meeting of the Council, and Tom is busy organizing this.

He’s also doing a lot of traveling—recently to Seattle, Ottawa, and Texas, speaking out on environmental issues and urging that action accompany agreements.

When he gets time at home he loves to garden, a skill he learned from his father who taught him that, “when you run out of money at least you’ll have food”. This year he has planted a full acre with flowers and vegetables. He also spends as much time as possible with his five children, 10 grandchildren and one great grandchild, who all live close by. He thanks his great grandmother for teaching him the importance of “never losing” his family.

Tom says he has learned a lot from his first year with GSA and he plans to stay involved even though he will no longer be on the Board. One thing that’s made a big difference is learning to use a computer (something he had to do over the past year as a Director). Being “wired” has provided him with daily information from all over the world, which Tom says has “helped me understand issues, linkages and the reasons behind things.” He sees modern communication skills as vital for young people.

But spiritual beliefs form the heart of his environmental philosophy. “Conservation and management of resources are inseparable from these,” he says. “If you don’t see the spiritual need for the land and water, then people will continue to dump raw sewage, log mountains, and devastate the streams beyond repair. We have to look at ourselves. We can’t be holistic without a spiritual connection to the land.”

SOURCE: Georgia Strait Alliance Newsletter

Copyright,  Lester B.Pearson College 

Billy Frank Jr, Chairman, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Nisqually Indian Tribe
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Billy Frank, Jr., has spent much of his life advocating for human rights for all, particularly the Indian people of western Washington.  A Nisqually Tribal member, Frank grew up fishing for salmon and steelhead on the Nisqually River, and he was on the front line when the battle over treaty-guaranteed Indian fishing rights erupted in the 1960s and 70s.  His perseverance landed him in jail more than 40 times, but they also helped guarantee Indian fishing rights when the Boldt Decision was made in the late 1970s.  Cooperation not confrontation is what Frank advocates now.  As chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Frank has worked to achieve a number of key agreements between the tribes and various local, state and federal officials that further strengthen treaty-guaranteed fishing rights and environmental protection laws.  His involvement in arenas like the unique Timber-Fish-Wildlife Agreement, the Chelan Agreement (a water resources planning document), and the Centennial Accord, have placed Frank in a powerful leadership role for Indian and non-Indian alike.  It’s a leadership role that has been recognized from Olympia to Washington, D.C.

Who We Are, by Billy Frank, Jr., NWIFC Chairman 

For many years, the tribes of the Pacific Northwest have advocated positive relations with the non-Indian community. It’s an historical fact that the footholds established by European and American settlers here would not have succeeded without our help. Our desire to be good neighbors continued through the years. People today are often amazed when they realize the level of pain tribes have received in return for their neighborly ways. But we’re still here, and although we fight if cornered, positive and effective government-to-government relations remain one of our top priorities.

That’s just who we are.

Two centuries ago, we fed those who came seeking fortunes in pelts, minerals and other natural resources, even though their descendants would ultimately cut up our lands. We brought fish to fledgling farmers, even though the industries they developed would ultimately dam our rivers and leach poison into the sea. We brought clams and venison to the budding merchants, even though their government took our children away and their cities soon crowded us off our traditional homelands.

That’s just who we are.

In my lifetime, I was arrested many times for exercising rights guaranteed by treaty with the government of the United States, yet I served as a U.S. Marine in the Korean War. Tribal members have sacrificed more lives and limbs per capita in U.S. foreign wars than any other ethnic group. 

Today, my message to you is the same. I open my arms to you on behalf of my people and on behalf of the salmon and other resources that sustain us. I come to you with many concerns, and I do it with an open heart. It is time for you, whoever you are, to look around you and to realize that the ability of this land to sustain the continued onslaught of manifest destiny is at an end. The population has grown too much. The conversion of natural areas into concrete roads and cities is taking too large a toll. The poisons in the water are too lethal. The impacts of wanton takings are too severe. The footsteps of western society on this land are too heavy of a burden for it to bear.

That doesn’t mean we want you to go away. You are here now and that makes you part of the land. But the time is now to look beyond your cars and houses and realize that your home is your watershed; your responsibility is to respect and care for it, as you would your mother. Meaningful responses to overuse and pollution, climate change and salmon decline are limited only by our ability to work together toward common solutions. 

In the words of a great chief, we are all connected. Our arms, as always, are open to you. We want to be good neighbors. Now, as always, we value the spirit of humanity – and that is who we all are.
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Order of Business

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

We invite you to a traditional Coastal Salish Gathering on November 16-18, 2005.  Following the traditional protocols of our ancestors, we invite you to sit and talk with  your sisters and brothers to develop environmental policies for the long-term sustainability of our cultures and our homelands.

We, the aboriginal leadership at this important time in history, recognize this gathering as a forum of Tribes and First Nations of the Salish Sea Region that will explore issues, set directions and solidify our purpose in one voice,

“To develop and recommend policies and actions to protect our Salish Sea homeland.”

We have invited First Nation and Tribal Leaders of the Salish Sea to participate in this Policy Dialogue. Your role as a leader/ policy maker at the conference is to collaborate with those  around you, and as leaders, identify environmental issues establish policy recommendations that will generate long-term actions to protect our homeland.

We have invited the Washington and British Columbia government officials to listen, respect, and respond to our environmental issues, decisions and recommended polices.

We will be heard as a collaborative voice in one room.

We will call on knowledgeable leaders to initiate the discussions, but the floor will always be open for your voice.  This is our time to set  policy together; this is the time to strengthen our voice as One.

Wednesday, November 16, 2005

7:00 


Registration Desk Opens

7:30-9:30 

Continental Breakfast

  8:00 –10:30      

Opening Session 

· Opening Prayer: Patrick Adams,  Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe

· Welcome: Kurt Grinnell, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal Council

· Introducing Speakers and Witnesses 

· Welcome and Gathering Overview:  Brian Cladoosby, Chairman, Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 
· Overview of the Joint Statement of Cooperation
· Overview of the Treaty of Indiginous People International, Terry Williams, Fisheries and Natural Resources Commissioner, Tulalip Tribes
· Keynote Address: Tom Sampson, Coastal Salish Sea Initiative,  Saanich Inlet

· Presentation:  John Elliot and Earl Claxton,  The 13 Moons Saanich Calendar

10:30-11:45   

Stewards of Our Homelands…a walk in time.



Honoring our Elders, a time for them to reflect 

and share their memories about our homelands.

 Chet Cayou, Swinomish Tribal Community

 Tom Sampson, Saanich Inlet

 John Elliot, Tsawout, Saanich Inlet

 Earle Claxton, Tsartlip, Saanich Inlet

 Cal Peters, Squaxin Island

 Jimmy Wilson, Lummi Nation

 Ray Silver, Sumas First Nation

 Ernest George, Tsleil Waututh Nation

 Jim Pratt, Suquamish Indian Tribe
12:00-1:00     
 
Luncheon: 






Pacific Northwest  Silver Salmon with

wild rice nuts and berries, fry bread and dessert.



 


Project Presentation: Environmental Monitoring and 






Study of the Burrard Strait.

Leah George, Chief, Tsleil-Waututh First Nation

1:00 –2:30
Environmental Challenges: A discussion of shared environmental issues and natural resources in the Salish Sea Region.




Dialogue Leads: 

Randy Kinely, Lummi Nation

Robert Sam, Penelakut Tribe



Randall Lewis, Squamish Nation

Daryl Williams, Environmental Liaison, Tulalip Tribes
2:30– 2:45

Coffee Break

3:00-4:30

A discussion to prioritize the environmental issues




for long-term policy action in the Salish Sea Region.




Dialogue Leads:

Terry Williams,  Fisheries and Natural Resources Commissioner, Tulalip Tribes 

Tom Sampson, Coastal Salish Initiative, Saanich Inlet
Dalton Silver, Chief, Sumas Nation, Vancouver Area
Darren Blaney, Chief, Homalco Nation

4:30
Presentation:  Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, 

Tse-whit-zen Burial Site, Carmen Charles
6:30 -8:30          
Seven Cedars Casino: 

                           
Seafood Dinner 

Special Prayer:  Jim Pratt, Squamish Nation

Keynote:  Billy Frank, Chairman, Northwest Indian 




Fisheries Commission

Thursday, November 17, 2005

7:30 -9:00
Continental Breakfast

8:00-9:00
Opening Plenary Session




Opening Prayer




Report of Wednesday’s Deliberations

9:00 –10:30
Policy Recommendations: A discussion of recommended long term protective policies and actions to restore the viability of the Salish Sea ecosystem and insure the sustainability of our aboriginal cultures.




Dialogue Leads: 

Lorraine Loomis, Fisheries Manager, SRSC

Jim Peters, Chairman, Squaxin Island Tribe





David Herrera, Skokomish Tribal Nation




Leah George, Chief, Tsleil-Waututh First Nation




Ray Harris, Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group

10:30-12:00
Open Floor Discussion

12:00 –1:00
Lunch: 



Dungeness Crab Pot with Fry Bread and Dessert



Presentation: Squamish River Watershed Recovery Plan



Randall Lewis, Squamish Nation

1:00-3:30
Agency Response: A discussion with the US Environmental Protection Agency, Environment Canada, and other related agencies in response to the collective recommended actions.

3:30-3:45  
Coffee Break

3:45-5:00
Open Floor Discussion

5:00-9:30
Seven Cedars Casino :  

All Evening Events will be at the Seven Cedars Casino, Highway 101

5:00 PM 
Dinner Hor d'eouvres - L Bar L Creations, Lisa Barrell    Salmon & Cucumber Canapes, Lox & Dill Canapes, Shrimp Crostini, & Veggie Crostini 

6:30 PM
Dinner – Prime Rib, Seafood Pasta and Chicken Diane with all the Trimmings

7:15 PM  
S'Klallam Singers and Lower Elwha Dancers 

Friday, November 18, 2005
7:30 -9:00
Continental Breakfast

8:00-9:00
Opening Plenary Session



Opening Prayer: Ernest George, Tsleil-Waututh First Nation


Report of Thursday’s Deliberations

9:00-10:00
Presentation:  Ecosystem-based Governance in the Salish Bioregion

Mimi E. Lam, University of British Columbia Aboriginal Fisheries; Roberto Gonzalez-Plaza, Northwest Indian College & Leonard D. Dixon, Planning Department, Lummi Nation

10-12:00
Field Trips

Jimmycomelately Creek and Estuary 



Restoration 



Dungeness River Audubon Center
Policy dialogue points

Salish Sea Gathering

Sharing Environmental and Natural Resource Issues in our Homeland, the Salish Sea Region

Slide 1:  Session 2 - Issues Identification

· Overarching Issues

· Governance Issues

· Capacity Issues

· Development Issues

Slide 2:  Over-arching Issues

· Long-term sustainability of our culture

· Impacts of Climate Change/Global Warming

· The negative effects of diminished habitat and marine resources on the traditions and life ways of Tribal and First Nations people

Slide 3:  Governance Issues

· Multi Trans boundry Governments managing the one eco- system-Salish Sea Region

· Meaningful roles for First Nations and Tribes in Policy Development

· Development of policies and regulations with limited or no consultation with Tribes and First Nation

Slide 4:  Governance Issues Continued

· A goal of the Joint Statement of Cooperation (SOC) on the Georgia Basin/Puget Sound Eco System – “to engage Tribes and First Nations in setting future priorities”

· How were Tribes engaged in the the Draft Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Initiative

Slide 5:  Governance Issues Continued

· Co Management

· What works / what doesn’t

· Incorporation of Traditional Resource Rights and Customary use in the Management of Shared Resources

Slide 6:  Governance Issues Continued

· IIncorporating Traditional Ecological Knowledge in the development of conservation and management plans

· Review existing mandates and regulations to better fit existing governmental relationships and changing ecological conditions

Slide 7:  Governance Issues Continued

· MPA

· The imposition of Marine Protected Area policy on treaty and traditional resources 

Slide 8:  Capacity Issues

· Increase cross border communications on environmental/habitat issues between First Nations and Tribes

· Secure Networking tools for First Nations and Tribes to collaborate on issues and projects in the Salish Sea Region?

· Comprehensive database of Tribal and First Nations Issues and Projects   

· Stop and Go Funding Sources

· No long term funding for programs

· No long term action plans

· EPA Funds Capacity Building but not Implementation

Slide 9:  Capacity Issues Continued

· On going cost of maintaining the level of staff and the training required to run an efficient and effective environmental program

· Public Education Program that shares the importance of the Natural Resources to Tribes and First Nations survival in today’s world

Slide 10:  Capacity Issues Continued

· Government Staff Training

· Incorporate cultural sensitive protocols for Government Staff to follow when working with Tribes and First Nation

·     Retaining Funding and Capacity to protect Mother Earth

· How can we continue to cut Northwest Fisheries funding, 80-90% in the last 30 Yrs, and still think we are safely protecting the habitat?

· Healthy Habitat = Salmon Survival

Slide 11:  Development Issues

· Development Impacts outdistance conservation/restoration efforts 

· Incorporating new interventions in environmental projects

· Tulalip Waste Water Recycle Project

· Develop guidance from Tribes and First Nations to protect nearshore habitat and functions-an innovative approach

Slide 12:  Development Issues Continued

· Growing populations pressures

· Impacts on water quantities

· Depletion of instream flows effecting fish and habitat

· Dependence on an economic system that requires continued growth and expansion  

· Degraded water quality from poor storm water and waste water management

· Victoria Sewage

· Failing onsite sewage systems

Slide 13:  Development Issues Continued

· An Assessment of water and air Trans boundry pollution movement and fate

· River Systems

· Frasier River

· Skagit River

· Marine Waters
· Diesel Emissions

· Agricultural run-offs

· Bio-accumulative Toxics in marine life

Slide 14:  Development Issues Continued

· Health Risk Assessments

· Not sensitive to indigenous lifestyles

Presentations  

Ecosystem-based Governance in the Salish Bioregion


Mimi E. Lam, University of British Columbia Aboriginal Fisheries; Roberto Gonzalez-Plaza, Northwest Indian College & Leonard D. Dixon, Planning Department, Lummi Nation

We explore a framework for cooperative biocultural resource management and governance for human marine ecosystems of the Salish Bioregion: Ecosystem-based Integrated Planning and Governance.  While the Salish Bioregion (Puget Sound/Georgia Basin) is defined by well-documented biophysical and cultural features, national and jurisdictional boundaries conspire against effective resource and cultural management needs of the Coast Salish living within this Tran boundary area.  Inherent and Treaty Rights, ratified by the Boldt and Raffidie decisions, for example, give access to accustomed fishing and gathering places to the Salish living in Washington State, who share resources and history with Salish families living in British Columbia, still negotiating treaties for recognition of their aboriginal rights and titles.  

Over-harvesting, pollution, and climate change now threaten the traditional territories of the Salish Bioregion, as the area’s surging human population of nearly 7 million critically impacts its resilience.  For over 7000 years, Salish societies co-evolved with the land and ocean, but today, regional population growth seriously challenges its biocultural diversity and sustainability.  Climate models predict changes in water regimes that will add stress to already struggling salmon stocks, a Salish cultural keystone species that has for millennia supported regional fisheries and ways of life.  

We seek to articulate integrated science and traditional ecological knowledge paradigms for future biocultural resource management actions in the Salish Bioregion, grounded in each constituent’s “sense of place.”  We invite all stakeholders in the Salish Bioregion to dialogue and bridge perspectives on:  1) current fisheries management practices; 2) the present and future of salmon restoration efforts; and 3) the utility of marine protected areas based on the region’s biocultural history.  

We anticipate new integrated knowledge to overcome the limitations of our baseline data and normative ideas to emerge that positively impact Salish societies.  This dialogue on resource and cultural management of the Salish Bioregion presents a formidable challenge and opportunity to move beyond current political and cultural borders and instantiate a praxis of mutual coexistence. 

Monitering on the Burrard Strait-Tleil First Nation
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TSLEIL-WAUTUTH FIRST NATION

MARINE COMMUNITY MONITORING PROGRAM

Thoughts and Reflections

Presenter:
Chief Leah George-Wilson, Tsleil-Waututh First Nation

Members of the Tsleil-Waututh First Nation (TWFN) have long been concerned about declining environmental quality of the environment within their traditional territory.  The observation most often heard is that community members are no longer able to eat the wild marine foods that sustained scores of generations of Tsleil-Waututh.  There is a strong perception that Canada and the Province of British Columbia (BC) have failed to enforce environmental protection legislation, and that little progress is being made to restore the ecological health of the TWFN’s territorial waters.

It appears that facts back up community concerns regarding the current health of traditional Tsleil-Waututh waters.  At present the BC government allows 25 different business and government bodies to pour 769 million cubic meters of industrial pollution into Burrard Inlet.  Known polluters have not been prosecuted by either BC or Canada, and little funding has been committed to remedial restoration of severely damaged habitats.  Exacerbating this situation even further is the fact that sporadic government environmental quality testing prevents easy examination of the type and quantity of chemicals that continue to enter Tsleil-Waututh waters. 

As an alternative to simply sitting on the sidelines as marine water quality problems persist, the Tsleil-Waututh Nation has embarked on an ambitious journey to raise the profile of marine environmental quality issues within its territory by devising a program by which the current health of Burrard Inlet and Indian Arm can be clearly understood.

The community plans for monitoring activities to be maintained over many years.  The broad range of information that results from this on-going research will be utilized for purposes including:

· Raising the capacity of Tsleil-Waututh community members to manage their territory; 

· Lobbying for government action to better protect Tsleil-Waututh marine waters; 

· Raising public knowledge of marine environment issues through issuance of an annual ‘report card’.

SQUAMISH WATERSHED


The Plan provides a compilation of existing information on salmon and steelhead stock status, land and water uses, Squamish Nation cultural values, recreational uses, hatchery enhancements, habitat restoration, fisheries, productive capacities, limiting factors, recovery objectives, targets and strategies, monitoring plan, and recommended projects.

The Squamish River watershed encompasses a large network of rivers and streams, land and water uses, ecological resources, and cultural values. The watershed is also facing rapid rates of population growth and land development pressures. As such, a clear understanding of the status of salmon and steelhead stocks, the identification and protection of critical habitat, public education, and informed and effective fisheries management decisions are essential to the recovery of salmon and steelhead in the watershed.

Squamish Nation and Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans in partnership for ten years have been conducting a Squamish Nation Territory Watershed Coho, Chinook, Pink and Chum Fishery Enumeration Project.

Squamish Nation and Pacific Salmon Foundation, Squamish River Watershed Society, governmental agency's and Watershed Stakeholders participated on the development and implementation of a Squamish Watershed Salmon Recovery Plan. As a result we have been developing prescriptions for watershed habitat rehabilitation and restoration fishery projects in the past year we have leveraged over $400,000.00.

There are many other initiatives the Squamish Nation is involved in on a community collective and collaborative approach, which makes for greater certainty on the protection of natural resource assets that have sustained the Squamish Nation for thousands of years. We feel for the first time in this century we as a First Nation have meaningful participation in our respective territory. 

Sponsers

The Salish Sea Gathering was funded through several sources; 


United States Environmental Protection Agency


Environment Canada


Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Canada


Canadian Consulate General
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Salish Sea Gathering


November 16-18, 2005


Sequim, Washington
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November 16, 2005

Welcome Tribal and First Nation Leaders,


We have invited you to a Policy Dialogue, set in the traditional Coastal Salish Longhouse Gathering protocal, in the home of the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe.  We will follow the customary code of behavior of our forefathers and come together to create one powerful voice.  We invite you to sit with your sisters and brothers for a meeting of development for environmental policies in our homelands.  You are the leaders in this important time in history, recognize this will be the first forum of Tribes and Nations of the Salish Sea Region to gather and establish one purpose and once voice,


“To develop and recommend policies and actions to protect our


Salish Sea homeland.”

The invitation has been set at the very highest level of Indian Government; and we have set the chair for each First Nation and Tribal Leader of the Salish Sea Region. Your role as a policy maker at the gathering is to collaborate with those next to you and around you, and as leaders, establish a policy dialogue that will generate actions to ensure the protection of our lifeways. 


The Washington and British Columbia government officials have been invited, to listen, as an audience, to our decisions and polices.  However, the policy table is yours, therefore we have set a chair aside for their participation.


Sincerely,
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Brian Cladoosby


Chairman,


Swinomish Indian Tribal Community


Tom Sampson


Coastal Salish Initiative


Saanich Inlet, BC


Billy Frank


Chairman,


Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
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