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A.  History and Background

A historic gathering of Coast Salish Leaders and representatives of United States and Canadian Government, and environmental organizations convened at the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal Community Center.   The Gathering brought the British Columbia First Nation Chiefs and the Western Washington Tribal Chairmen and council members of the Salish Sea Region together to express their environmental concerns on problems confronting the long-term sustainability of their culture and the shared eco region that supports their cultural diversity. 

Participants met to discuss the protection of the Salish Sea’s rich marine diversity and other resources unique to the area that stretches from the Georgia Basin, down through the Pudget Sound and the Straits of Juan de Fuca. These diminishing resources are essential to sustaining the cultures, economies and homelands of the tribes in western Washington and First Nations in British Columbia, and are under significant pressure from population growth, industrial expansion and climate change.  The Salish Sea Gathering  was a Tribal policy dialogue regarding tribal environmental issues, policies and projects in the trans-boundary region.  Participants discussed the need to collaborate in determining the impacts and human responses that shape the state of this shared eco-region.  The Gathering’s objective was to provide government officials with the perspectives of the indigenous people of the region to better inform decision making processes regarding the future of the fragile Salish Sea.

The ongoing collaborative efforts of Tribes and First Nations to protect their diverse eco region is found in the jointly development of the Treaty of Indigenous Peoples International in 1994.  This Treaty was an initial step towards the development of the Joint Statement of Cooperation on the Georgia Basin Puget Sound Ecosystem, which was signed January 2000, by the minister of Environment Canada and the administrator of the EPA.  The Gathering was a symbolic formalization of the unity of Tribes and First Nations to further strength and sustainability of their homelands.

The Gathering was supported with funding from the Environmental Protection Agency, Environment Canada, Canadian Consulate, the Office of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, and the Tribes and First Nations.   The efforts of the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Tulalip Tribes, and the Coast Salish Initiative to host, coordinate and facilitate this policy dialogue on the cultural and spiritual concerns impacting the Coast Salish People.

The government and municipal representatives were welcomed and asked to share their thoughts, issues and ideas to the congress ion.  Many representatives were moved by the Gathering and were able to share knowledge and show commitment to the Georgia Basin Action Plan of “engaging Tribes and First Nations”.  The monumental testimonies was a time for the non Tribal policy makers to realize how important the environment is incorporated into the Coast Salish life ways and their survival. 

The Coast Salish People stretch from north of the Powell River, down through the Georgia Basin and through the waters of the Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The Coast Salish People live their life interdependent with the land, air and water and the resources the ecosystems provide. The protection of the environment is ingrained in their traditions and life ways. Their culture and existence depends on the fish running though the rivers and bays, the shellfish in the tidelands, the deer in the woods, the native plants for their medicine and the noiseless woods for their spiritual places. With out a healthy productive environment, their way of life has no foundation and will cease to exist. The importance of protecting the ecosystems of their homelands is a priority for Tribes and First Nations. If  the denigration of the environment is allowed to continue,, they risk the loss of their voice, bodies and souls.  

The 2005 Gathering brought the Coast Salish Leadership together to discuss their shared environmental concerns and after two days of heart-filled testimony, the assembly of Coast Salish spoke with “One Voice”; the leaders of the Coast Salish resolved to form a list of prioritized environmental concerns and issues, the Coast Salish Inventory of Environmental Concerns.  The leadership further extended their commitment to the continuity of protection for their homeland by establishing the Coast Salish Aboriginal Council. 

The next step in the process of articulating concerns and implementing protections will be to expand and refine the Coast Salish Inventory of Environmental Concerns (CSIEC). This process will include coordinating with the Tribes and Nation’s environmental leaders to engage their guidance in the refinement of concerns and development of action plans to address the identified issues. The process will include networking through face to face meetings to discuss and critique the CSIEC, sharing their knowledge and project experience, and incorporating traditional ecological knowledge to support the drafting of a unified Coast Salish Environmental Action Plan (CSEAP).  

Presently, there are a variety of treaties, environmental action plans and initiatives in the Puget Sound/Georgia Basin Region that are supported by either the US governments, Canadian governments and other non-governmental organizations.  These plans, programs and initiatives include; the Puget Sound Partnership, EPA and EC Statement of Cooperation, Puget Sound Action Team, and Northwest Straits Commission; Marine Resource Committees, People for Puget Sound, to name a few. But none include comprehensive participation from all 26 Western Washington Tribes. Although most groups have included a Tribal representative to provide an aboriginal voice on their committee, comprehensive tribal representation is limited in the area of policy development for the protection of the ecosystems that are the foundation of their homeland.
B.  Inventory of Environmental Concerns
The shared issues are categorized by the following:

· Overarching Issues

· Governance Issues

· Capacity Issues

· Development Issues

Over-arching Issues

· The environmental degradation impacts on the traditions and life ways of Coast Salish Tribal and First Nations people today and for generations to come.  The degradation of the environment causes the loss of tribal traditional foods such as salmon, shellfish, elk, deer, berries and native medicines.  The loss of our traditional foods is a leading cause of health issues for tribal members.  The concern is if the degradation of the environment continues the Coast Salish traditional life way risk extiction.  The action may be to develop a Tribal Environmental Protection Action Plan to protect the shared homeland’s environment and natural resources.

· The degradation of the environment causes the loss of tribal traditional rights such as hunting and fishing.  Tribes have been the rightful owners and managers of the natural resources of the shared region; Tribes have taken the initiative to collaborate to restore the habitat and natural sources that have been mismanaged by non-rightful owners.  The concern is the Tribes have rebuilt their capacity to protect their environment and have the capacity to develop policies and actions plans to protect their shared region however they have not been brought to the policy development and making level. The action may be to collaborate with one voice to bring recognition and due rightful policy placement to the Coast Salish Leaders.

· The Coast Salish Tribes have been long tied together through bloodlines that stretch north of the Powell River and down through the Straits of Juan de fuca, and down the beaches of Makah and down the coast of through Quinault.  The concern is the Coast Salish culture has sustained burdens of disease, wars, death, and assimilation.  Now we face the degradation of our environment, and the threat of extinction of our tribal culture.  The action may be is the Coast Salish People will develop a long term Coast Salish Environmental Action Plan to begin the long journey of regaining the policy making seat to restoration and protection of the shared homeland and to establish the long-term sustainability of the their culture.

· The Coast Salish Tribes will need tools to expand and develop the Inventory of Tribal Environmental Concerns; and to support the Coast Salish Environmental Tribal Action Plan.  The tools are important to the long-term sustainability of the Plan and protecting their life ways.

· Needed Tools

· Language:  The Coast Salish language supports the grass roots of our culture.  The Coast Salish language provides the guidelines of the families, governments, policies, health, and history.  The language provides the historical terms and knowledge needed to support the Plan. 

· Collaboration:  The Coast Salish Tribal Organizations are supportive of a common goal: to protect our environment, restore our rightful fishing and hunting habitats, and protect our cultural life ways.  Through these two organization we will create a Tribal Environmental Coalition for BC and Western Washington to work through the organization to develop and support the Plan.

· The Western Washington Tribes have collaborated to establish the NWIFC to support the recovery, restoration and protection of the Salmon and our life ways.  The commissioners represent a majority of the Western Washington Tribes and are a leading force in environmental and salmon protection. 

· The newly created Coast Salish Aboriginal Council consists of one nation, the Coast Salish.  The Council holds 81 seats, 54 BC First Nation Chiefs and 26 Western Washington Chairmen.   

· Funding:  The concern is the lack of funding to support the capacity to protect the environment and with the current cut back in environmental funding, the Tribes and organizations will need to develop a funding plan to sustain the efforts of the Plan.

Governance Concerns and Issues

· The Salish Sea is the only eco region that contains one aboriginal nation, the Coast Salish.  The eco region is managed by multi transboundry governments managing one, with difference environmental action plans, difference government types, different regulations and policies.  The rightful landowners of the eco region, the Coast Salish, share the same culture that has been shared through generations and teachings from shared bloodlines and stories.  The Coast Salish Peoples share the same environmental teachings and natural resource management style, same governance styles, same family bloodlines and the same values.  

· The US and Canadian border and the governance issues has separated the alliance of Coast Salish Tribes and First Nations which has resulted in loss of the control of policy development in our homelands.  The Coast Salish Tribes and Nations have restarted the alliance of knowledge, strength and support to regain their rightful place as the owners of the land, water and air of the shared eco region.  One nation, one eco region, one policy, one plan. 

Capacity Concerns and Issues

· The US and Canadian Governments have established several agreements, task forces and action plans to manage and protect the Georgia Basin Puget Sound Region.  In the past three years, there are native organizations that have invited Coast Salish Representation to assist and advise the policy makers in developing environmental policies.  The concern is the lack of representation of Coast Salish Tribes and Nation on the international trans boundary environmental policy development.  The action may be to increase the awareness and due rightful place for Coast Salish People to sit at the policy development table; to implement the Coast Salish Environmental Action Plan to the present and future environmental action plans, task forces, councils, committees and policy making decisions entities.

· The Coast Salish People have a historical tradition of gatherings; whether it is canoe journeys, potlatches, naming ceremonies, or spiritual ceremonies.  The traditional networking system of the Coast Salish is a process and place for the Coast Salish leaders to gather, network, share information and establish quorums for important policy and protection decisions to be made.  The concern is the lack of funding to support the traditional gathering process; the past and current funding resources will not fund the traditional gathering process and events; and we will need to develop and action that provides to the funding resources a tribal policy to respect, honor and support our gathering process and event.    
· The Coast Salish Tribes and Nations have many successful environmental tribal projects and programs.  We do not have a centralized storage area that contains the projects and programs; and with today’s technology, management and security capacity there is an opportunity to increase our shared efforts through a secure comprehensive database of Coast Salish Tribal and First Nation environmental projects and programs.   The concern is the lack of funding to develop a database of this magnitude, and the action may be to incorporate a shared trans boundary funding resource to provide the technical and money to support a project.  The second concern is the lack of technology to those smaller Tribes and Nations who do not have the capacity to participate in the shared database, and an action may be to coordinate with trans boundary funding agencies to support the technical capacity issues.

· The Coast Salish Tribes and Nations have been building their capacity to manage their own environment and natural resources.  The government agencies have provided funding capacity through the stop and go funding sources.  The concern is some Tribes, Nations have reached their capacity, and now realistic needs for funding resources are needed for implementation, long term planning and action planning, which are not available by current funding resources. The action may be to coordinate with funding resources to re evaluate and re construct new funding opportunities to fit the realistic needs of those Tribes and Nations who have reached their capacity levels to be effective managers of their environment and natural resources.

· Coast Salish belief in the circle of life, the dirt is the body and the water is the blood running through her veins.  The belief is Mother Earth is the creator and provides all the resources and needs for the Coast Salish to live and survive in harmony.  When we pollute her lands, her waters, and her air, we are killing our creator.  The concern is non-tribal policy makers lack the knowledge and cultural significance of Mother Earth to the Coast Salish People.  The importance of the environment to the survival of the Coast Salish is not clearly understood or respected by outside policy developers and the action may be is to develop an outreach and education program.  The program will coordinate and support the establishment of a long-term process to guide the non-natives in understanding the cultural significance of Mother Earth to the Coast Salish Peoples.

· The collaborative efforts of the Coast Salish Tribes and Nations have been evident in the success the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and the Aboriginal Fisheries Commission.  They have provided an organized environmental protection of the salmon and the environment. These organizations have a long-standing history with the Tribes and Nations; and when the funding cutback occurs; they are the first to be effected.  These organizations may not be a Tribe or a Nation; but they are the warriors that fight for our Coast Salish fishing and hunting rights and to protect our environment.  When their funding resources are cut back, our ability to stand together with one voice is smashed into multiple voices with no leader.  The concern is the funding cut backs effect the Coast Salish representation and efforts to protect the environment and natural resources.  The action may be to collaborate with the funding agencies to develop funding opportunities that fit our organization’s realistic needs and future goals.  

Development Issues 

· The Coast Salish People have lived for centuries without a border across their lands; they shared their hunting and fishing rights depending on traditional family, land and bloodline rights.  In the past 150 years the Canadian and US Governments have drawn a border that has divided the Coast Salish People and brought land, fish and hunting wars to a harmonized nation.  The Tribes and Nations have rekindled their bloodlines through their traditional gatherings of canoe journeys, potlatches, naming ceremonies, and spiritual ceremonies; this has allowed them to strengthen their voices to support their political needs to protect their shared homeland.  The rekindling of the Coast Salish People has brought the environmental protection issues into full speed; and the Tribes and Nations are struggling to share their knowledge, projects and programs.  The shared efforts need to be developed into a stable program that supports trans boundary projects, policymaking, and protection of their homeland. The concern is we are lacking the funding resources to support trans boundary environmental program.  The action may be as the Coast Salish establish their position in policy development committees and councils, whom support shared trans boundary projects, they can begin to implement the process for a stable shared environmental program and begin to support and coordinate in shared projects and policy development. 

· The Georgia Basin/ Puget Sound Region is rich in a diverse array of ecosystems and species unique to this area that sustain the life ways of the Coastal Salish Tribes and First Nations.   Salmon are an excellent example of the integral and yet vanishing connection the people and their land.  The concern is as the shared homelands are under significant pressure from population growth, industrial expansion and economic demands.   The action that may be the political stand and policy management plans  will need to be developed and recognized by the government agencies.
· The Coast Salish People have shared the water ways of the shared eco region.  The trans boundary pollution movement between the land, air and water is evident is several river systems, the Frasier River, Skagit River, and Marine Waters.  The concern is the Tribes do not have a developed process or system to share the information needed to restore, protect and manage the problems.  The action may be to develop an online networking system and establish a security system and host to develop a website to network and share information.  

· The Diesel Emissions policy making is not effectively managed by both governments; and each emission decision is not directly related to the overall health of the environmental, but rather the price of oil and oil company owners.  The concern is the diesel emission’s policy making process is not environmentally friendly.  The action may be to collaborate with EPA and EC to support the increase of diesel emissions policy making problems, in hopes of strengthening the protection of the environment with one collective voice. 

· Agricultural run-offs

· Bio-accumulative Toxics in marine life

· Health Risk Assessments

· Not sensitive to indigenous lifestyles

Tools to Succeed

· Consensus

· The need to establish a prioritized list of shared issues, tools, and long term plan to protect and preserve our homeland’s environment and resources.

· Communication

· Establish a means of an Ongoing Communication Network System

· Use our existing system to come together

· Gatherings

· Families
· Collaboration
· Shared Information 

· Joint Projects

· Language

· Our Language is an essential tool that ties us to the our lands and our cultureUse our language to establish our rightful place at the table
· Funding
· Long term planning 

· Sustainability

· Implementation Funding

